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From the desk
of
Pastor Diehl

As 2012 unfolds, we at Our Savior enter another big chapter in our
history! So, that is what my article in this newsletter will be about.

Let me go back and start at the beginning. In September of this
past year, a "Search Committee" was called together to do two
things: 1) Consider what kind of shape we would like to see our
music ministry take and what our priorities would be and 2) Search
for a person or persons to best meet those ideas.

The Committee was chaired by Marjie Silkworth with an effort to
include members from all 3 services, the choir, the youth group and
various age and interest groups within the congregation. Members
included: Gwen Turner, Johanna Jones, Doris Zelie, Chris Reed,
Michael Hyde, Ron Sample, and Lisa Collison. The committee also
invited suggestions and ideas from anyone in the congregation.

Before any kind of "search" began, the following priorities were
raised. It would be important for the person (or persons) to (in no
particular order): understand Lutheran liturgy and worship; have
Lutheran roots; understand Florida (we wouldn't be interested in
someone from up north simply wanting a jump start on retire-
ment...there are a number of those folks out there!); someone who
would be able and willing to tap into and nurture the many musi-
cal talents in our congregation and community, especially among
our children and young people, as well as being able to lead a tra-
ditional choir and handbell choir; an accomplished organist and
pianist; a good team player who would work well with staff and
volunteers; creative and flexible; someone who would be connected
in our congregation and to our faith and music community here in
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March SBirjhdays

1st

2nd

3rd

5th

6th

7th

8th

9th

10th

11th

12th

14th

15th

16th

Michael Sturgill
Owen Long

Diane Sabonjohn
Lori Nelson

Allie Clark

Mark Aussicker

Jack Barrie
Douglas Johnson

Adam Turner
Wesley Dean

Anne Lau
Dorothy Rodhe

Warren Dimmig
Dorothy Tippin
Eddie Elsebough
Sara Gordon
Jacquelynne Gibson
Toby Odegard

Eric Nelson
Logan Palma

Melanie Miller
Silas Weeks
Joy DeGrote
Scott Nuttall
Roger Schmidt

Dennis Pascale
Paula Snyder
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17th

18th

19th

21st

23rd

24th

25th

26th

27th

28th

29th

31st

Robert Gibson
Alise Janavs

Judy Kloski
Kathy Ray

Dorothy Granse
Kari Rodgers

Joe Garrett
Craig Zokvic
Cormac Annan

Mary Sottilare

Elva Heise
Ruth Ament
Signe Peterson

Jutta Ostapoff
Anna-Maria Schaefer
Mercedes Brooks

Joyce Barringer
Helen Boom
David Luethje

Daniel Jones
Caitlyn Miller
Blake Holshouser

Katherine Mill
Michael DeChellis
Dee Garrett

Dorelle Stonesifer
Bill Johnson

(continued from page 1)

Vero Beach; someone who could grow our overall music program;
someone who could bring the best of traditional worship and
global/contemporary worship together; and finally, as someone
simply said in one of our meetings, a "Pastor Shelly" type of music
person. =)

Notices were sent out via the Association of Lutheran Church
Musicians website as well as via local music directors and word of
mouth. Many resumes came in for the committee to review.
About 15 were carefully looked at, and a couple of invitations were
extended to come and play at Our Savior. In October, Ryan Host-
ler, an organist/music director from the west coast of Florida came
one weekend to play for our services and lead our women's choir
in a Psalm for which he had arranged some special music. In the
course of that weekend he met with individuals, the women's
choir, the search committee and others in the congregation. He
was very well received by everyone. After worship that weekend
we heard many comments from members and visitors alike
suggesting that we should ask him to be our next organist/music
director!

In addition to a wonderful reception here that weekend, a number
of reference calls were made. Every Pastor we contacted said what
a gift Ryan is to the church and how any congregation would be
very blessed to have him. We also heard how Ryan has a gift of
taking whatever musical talents there are in a congregation and
working them into worship in a meaningful and beautiful way.

The head of the ELCA Worship Division in Chicago said that they
knew of Ryan, had heard him play and had seen some of the music
and arrangements he had written, and that he was one of the
upcoming musicians in the ELCA. Just recently Ryan received his
Masters Degree in Sacred Music from Trinity Seminary in
Columbus, OH where he had studied under Rev. Dr. Mark Allen
Powell, among others. (We have used a couple of Dr. Powell's se-
ries for our adult Sunday School classes.)

(continued)



(continued from page 2)

In addition, Ryan's grandfather, Rev. Gus Bernthal was the pastor of
the largest Lutheran Church in Florida (Grace in Winter Haven) and
the president of the Florida Georgia District of the LCMS. Two of
Ryan's uncles are presently ELCA pastors in the Florida Bahamas
Synod. And Ryan spent most of his summer vacations vacationing
with his family in Vero Beach, having grown up in Winter Haven!

Having found someone who met so many of the priorities and ex-
pectations of what we were looking for in a music program, and
having found someone with the kind of background, education and
recommendations as Ryan, the search committee and church council
voted unanimously to offer Ryan the position of organist/director

of music. Ryan has accepted, but since he is presently a teacher at an
Episcopal School in Tampa and the part time director of music/
organist at an ELCA church in Haine's City, and has commitments
through the school year, he won't be able to begin here at Our Savior
until June 1. In the meantime, we are blessed to have Johanna Jones
and Dr. Ray Adams able to provide music for our worship along

with Carole Olsen and an occasional choir and Ron Sample, among
others, to provide music for special occasions.

As Ryandés one uncl e,
synod at St. Armand's Key, said to me in an email, "I am so confi-
dent that you will treasure all that Ryan brings to the table in terms
of worship and team ministry. It's great when the Holy Spirit agrees
with something that just seems to make perfect sense."

And as Ryan said in a recent email to me: "Is it June yet?" -)
That's the way | feel too!

May God bless us all as this new chapter in Our Savior's history
opens in this new year.

Pastor Jack Diehl +

Pastor Mar k
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1st

4th

5th

6th

7th

8th

9th

10th

11th

12th

14th

Gene Ogilvie
Deanne Luethje

Dennis Sanchez
Ellie Hall
Cray Little

Jean Hawk
Ethel George
Nancy Ogonoski
Megan Miller
Emily Ann Flinn
Heidi Logan

Katie Lindner
Gina Perconte

Richard Gordon
Nancy Mason
Matthew Heinze

Karen Penney
Helen Clark
Peter Sturgill

Janice Smith
Andrea Lutze

Don Mattern
Ricky Losordo
Laura Smith

Amanda Blumbergs

Mary Ellen Jones

Connor Streeter

15th

16th

18th

20th

21st

22nd

24th

25th

27th

28th
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Robert Miller

Pr. Jack Diehl
Laura Curtis

Nella Petersen
Betsy Emerson

Kyle Causland
Anna Harp
Logan Morgan

Avi Johnson
Mike Washburn

Stephen Lau
Elizabeth Hatala
Bob Gibson

Lora Stehr

Dorothy Ruskosky
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Daniel Aussicker
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Scott Smith
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PARISH HEALTH
MINISTRY NEWS

Bonnie Lanyi, RN, BS
Frances Stroh, RN, MA

Blood Pressure Screenings
to be held in our new Quiet classroom!

Blood pressure screeningshave resumed. We will be
checking blood pressures after worship on Saturdays and
after the 11:00 services on Sundays as we did beforeBut
now, blood pressure screenings will take place BEFORE
the 8:30 services on Sundays As always, Bonnie Lanyi is
happy to check a blood pressure anytime, just call to
arrange atime.

The next blood pressure screenings will be on

February 25 and 26
and
March 24 and 25.

Pastoral Acts

Baptisms

Liam Dawson Torsney
Son of Allan & Maria Torsney
Baptized on January 8, 2012

Weddings

David Allen Dau and Tracy Lee Petkas
Married on December 10, 2011

Memorials

Barbara Teta
Died January 1, 2012
Service on January 6, 2011
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Room.

Thursday, February 9th
at 6:30 PM in the Quiet Room.

[ ’_H eal II There will not be a meeting in
[ Inls 'y March but will meet on April
T

12 at 6:30 PM in the Choir

February 5
Pancake Breakfast
Sponsored by Troop 567

How many scouts from troop 567 earned their Eagle Scout
Award in the past year? Find out on February 5th!




